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July 16, 2015
The first ASME Fellow Public Lecture

With the aim of sharing ASME Fellow’s Knowledge to promote 
mechanical engineering education and application in Hong Kong 
industry and community, ASME Hong Kong Section organized the first 
ASME Fellow Public Lecture to take place in the evening of July 16, 
2015 at The Hong Kong Polytechnic University.

In the public lecture, Professor Timothy W. Tong, President of The 
Hong Kong Polytechnic University, delivered a topic of “Technology 
and Sustainability”.  Due to the overwhelming response, more than 
230 engineers, scientists and University Students attended the lecture.

In this Public Lecture, Professor Tong briefly introduced a triangle 
relationship among “Progress of Human Race”, “Carbon Dioxide emissions” and “Global Climate Change”. In order to 
resolve the impact of overusing of fossil fuels to cause global warming effect, Prof Tong unveiled the importance of 
developing new technologies to improve the efficiency of using the most abundant renewable energy - Solar Energy. 
Professor Tong further cited a short history and rapid development of airplane industry to encourage audiences to imagine 
and become a practical dreamer.

Professor Timothy W. Tong was born and raised in Hong Kong. After completing his secondary education, he pursued 
further studies in the United States, where he received his B.S. degree in Mechanical Engineering from Oregon State 
University (OSU) in 1976, and his M.S. and Ph.D. in the same discipline from the University of California at Berkeley in 1978 
and 1980 respectively. 

Professor Tong takes office as President of The Hong Kong Polytechnic 
University with effect from 1 January 2009. Prior to his current appoint-
ment, Professor Tong was Dean of the School of Engineering and 
Applied Science at The George Washington University in the United 
States. 

Being an expert in the field of heat transfer, Professor Tong has been 
actively involved in addressing issues connected to energy use and 
sustainable development. He has published over eighty technical 
articles and edited seven conference proceedings. He is a Fellow of the 
American Society of Mechanical Engineers, the Hong Kong Academy of 
Engineering Sciences and the International Thermal Conductivity 
Conference. Professor Tong was inducted into the Academy of Distin-
guished Engineers and the Engineering Hall of Fame by the College of Engineering of OSU in 2001 and 2010 respectively. 

Professor Tong is also engaged in public service in Hong Kong. He is Chairman of the Steering Committee of the Pilot Green 
Transport Fund (2013-17) and a member of the Steering Committee on the Promotion of Electric Vehicles (2013-15) of the 
Environmental Protection Department, a member of the Advisory Committee on Innovation and Technology (2015-17), a 

member of the Advisory Committee on Corruption of the Independent Commission 
Against Corruption (2012-15), and a member of the Public Service Commission of the 
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Government (2013-15). He was appointed a 
Non-official Justice of the Peace in 2010 and a member of the 12th Chinese People's 
Political Consultative Conference in 2013. 

Professor Tong is currently an Honorary Professor (Mechanical Engineering) of Tongji 
University; a member of Talloires Network Steering Committee of the United States, a 
member of the International Board of Overseers of Sabanci University of Turkey, a member 

of the International Innovation and Entrepreneurship Board of Advisors of King Abdulaziz City for Science and Technology 
in Saudi Arabia, and a member of The 9th Nuclear Safety Consultative Committee of the Guangdong Nuclear Power Station 
and the Lingao Nuclear Power Station.

Education Committee Report
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2016 ASME Student Design Competition: Manufacturing the Future

The Department of Mechanical Engineering, The Hong 
Kong Polytechnic University formed a student team to 
participate the ASME 2016 Student Design Competition 
for manufacturing a compact engineering projectile from 
a standard sheet A4 paper and test it by propelling a 
maximum distance.  The testing will take place on a 
competition course that consists of a 3-meter-wide strip 
along the length of the room, with a 1.5-m X 3-m setup 
area.

The student team designed and manufactured an 
excellent compact engineering projectile for participating 
the ASME Student Design Competition (SDC) in India, and 
try to win the only one entry ticket for competing in the 
Final of ASME IMECE 2016, in November, 2016 in US.

Unfortunately, the student team 
faced a great difficulty for 
applying conference Visa to enter 
India for participating SDC 2016.  
In order to avoid students’ 
passion and months efforts going 
down to the drain, the ASME 
Hong Kong Section tried very 
hard to communicate with ASME 
Head Quarter to seek an alterna-
tive to demonstrate students’ 
efforts and talents to obtain an 
entry ticket for the Final Competi-
tion in US.  However, the ASME 
Head Quarter delivered their 
concerns, but didn’t deliver a 
concrete help to the student 
team for participating the 
competition.
There was a turning point 
happened in the mid of Mar, after 
several times liaison between 
Chairman of ASME Hong Kong Section and ASME HQ, ASME HQ agreed to allow our student team to submit a video 
demonstration under the witness under senior ASME members.  The ASME Student Design Team Committee reviewed the 
video demonstration and was impressed by the good performance of the demonstrated paper projectile system.  There-
fore, ASME HQ confirmed our Student Team as a viable entrant to compete with other regional champion teams for the 
SDC in Nov, in Phoenix, US. On Apr 12, the office of ASME Student Programs Development issued invitation letters to our 
students for the coming Finals in Nov in Phoenix, US.

Curtis Ng, Education Committee Chair
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Industrial Committee Report

To cater with the fast evolution of technology and enhance the sharing among the peers, Industrial Committee is aimed 
to organize various events and establish a platform among the industrial experts, academic professionals and students 
in the field of mechanical engineering.
 
Developing the young mechanical talent is always the prime objective of industrial committee.  Co-operating with 
Student Committee, there were two visits arranged, namely Technical Visit to Black Point Power Station (12 Nov 2015) 
and Lamma Power Station (16 Jan 2016).  During the visit, the students were able to understand the general power 
plant theory and visualize real components taken from the power units during outage.
 
Fellow lectures have been arranged in 2015 and 2016.  It is the highest honor of ASME to invite the distinguished 
guests to give a number of lectures for the ASME members and public, namely
 
•         On Jul 16, 2015, Professor Timothy Tong (President of Hong Kong Polytechnic University) delivered a lecture on 
“Technology and Sustainability”
 
•         On Mar 11, 2016, Professor Ronald So delivered a lecture on “How Mechanical Engineers Could Power Aviation 
Future”  
 
Both lectures have been received high attendance and appreciation from the ASME members and public.
 
Looking in the future, we are targeting to have more collaboration among the industrial stakeholders which could bring 
with the benefits for the mechanical industry in Hong Kong.

Ki On Ng 
Industrial Committee Chair


